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amended, I hereby certify that this x nomination request for determination of
eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National
Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set
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I, hereby certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register

___ See continuation sheet.

determined eligible for the

National Register

_____ See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the

National Register

removed from the National Register

other (explain):

Signature of Keeper Date
of Action

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)
_X private
__ public-local

public-State

public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)
building(s)

district

site

structure

cbject

[T

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing

i buildings
sites
structures
cbjects
Total
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7

Number of contributing resources previously listed in National Register _0
Name of related multiple property listing __n/a
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6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: DOMESTIC Sub: _hotel
COMMERCE/TRADE Sub: _restaurant

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: VACANT/NQOT IN USE Sub:

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)

LATE 19" AND 20" CENTURY REVIVALS/French Renaissance

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)

foundation _Stone

roof Clay tile

walls _Brick;:; Terracotta
other _n/a

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the
g#moroperty on one or more continuation sheets.)
-
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Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for
the criteria gualifying the property for National Register listing)

A Property is associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of our history.
B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in
our past.
X o Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type,

period, or method of construction or represents the work of a
master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a
significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important
in prehistory or his*-ory.

|

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.
removed from its original location.

a birthplace or a grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the
past 50 years.

(PR Nl N R

i

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance _1903-1932

Significant Dates 1903: 1912: 1932

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
n/a

Cultural Affiliation n/a

Architect/Builder J. D. Allen Co., architect

D. W. & G. H. Thomas, general contractors

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the
property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on
one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS)

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been
reguested.

previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National Register

designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additirm=z1 Data
X State Hasturic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
University
Other
Name of repository:

Acreage of Property _less than one acre
USGS guadrangle Baltimore East, MD
UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
A 18 360220 4350570 C 18
B 18 D 18
____ See continuation sheet.

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: The nominated property is described among the
records of the City of Baltimore, Department of Public Works, Property
Location Division as Lot 41 in Block 530, Ward 11, Section 10 and the
vestigial entrance and cornerstone contained within a perpetual easement
granted on an approximately 20 ft. by 20 ft. parcel at the southeast corner
of Lot 2/11 in Block 530, Ward 11, Section 10.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: This boundary constitutes the legal description of

the property on which the Hotel Kernan is located and describes the portion

of the adjacent lot that includes the cornerstone for the Million Dollar

Triple Enterprise and the vestigial entrance shared by the Maryland Theater

(demolished 1951) and the Hotel Kernan. The vestigial entrance and

cornerstone are included with the resource because of their historic
«mohysical connection with the Hotel Kernan.
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name/title _Bettv Bird and Heather Ewing

organization _Betty Bird & Associates date _November 30, 1998
street & number _2607 24th Street, NW, Suite 3 telephone (202) 588-9033
city or town _Washington state _DC zip code _20008

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's
location.
A sketct mar for histe—i- s*rirts .nd pror “tirz having lar-e
acreage Or numercus resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

+/Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

v ane
street & number telephone
city or town state zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications
to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or
determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.
Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National
Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seqg.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average
18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and
maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this
burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division,
National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reduction Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

The Hotel Kernan, designed in 1903 by Philadelphia architect John Allen for
theat-iccl impresario James .. ...n ‘ernan, orig.:i. _ly comprised cne c.
three elements of Kernan's “Million Dollar Triple Enterprise.” The other
two components were the Auditorium Theater (now called Mayfair Theater, in
severely deteriorated condition) and the Maryland Theater (demolished
1951). The one-story base of a recessed hyphen (now gone) that connected
the Hotel Kernan with the Maryland Theater survives as a vestigial
entrance, connected to the west end of the primary facade of the hotel.
The six-story plus mansard, French renaissance revival style Hotel Kernan
.is detailed in brick and terra cotta. The hotel, which faces south onto
Sranklin Street, is of steel and reinforced concrete construction and
U-shaped in plan. The principal (south) facade, the only detailed facade,
is finished with a stone base, brick walls, and highly ornate terra cotta
detailing. The interior plan of the building consists of public rooms to
either side of a central entry on the ground floor and basement level, and
hotels rooms disposed about a double-locaded U-shaped corridor on the upper
floors.

The building was altered in 1227 and again in the late 1940s and early
1950s, when owner Milton Firey undertook an extensive modernization
campaign. Although the building, which has been vacant since 1986, has been
stripped of all of its decorative metal exterior trim and much of its
interior fixtures and furnishings, a considerable amount of the elaborate
plaster detailing in the first floor public spaces as well as the renowned
marble bar in the basement still remain. Despite neglect and harsh
treatment, the Hotel Kernan still retains its essential physical features
and possesses sufficient integrity to convey its significance as one of
Baltimore's few remaining grand turn-of-the century hotels.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

The Hotel Kernan is a six-story plus mansard, brick and terra cotta French
renaissance revival style building of steel and reinforced concrete
construction. The sculptural, highly plastic character of its primary
Zacade relates more closely to its eclectic 19th-century hotel predecessors
than to the more restrained revival styles that characterized Baltimore's
later hotels and the contemporary Hotel Belvedere. The mid-block building,
which faces south onto Franklin Street, is flanked by a large parking lot
(formerly the site of the Maryland Theater) on the west and mid-19th
century low rise structures on the east. Its rear (north) facade abuts the
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south facade of the Auditorium Theater (Mayfair), the only other remaining
element of James L. Kernan's Million Dollar Triple Enterprise; only a small
part of the undetailed upper portion of the north facade is visible from
the street. The shadow of Kernan's Maryland Theater (demclished in 1951),
which was comp_eted before 1. . Ho.el Kernan, can be seen on the undetailed
brick west facade of the Hotel Kernan. The one-story projecting base of the
recessed hyphen that connected the two buildings remains as a vestigial
entrance, attached to the southwest corner of the hotel, the cornerstone of
the Million Dollar Triple Enterprise, which bears the date "1903," survives
next to the west end of the vestigial entrance. The U-shaped plan of the
upper floors of the building creates a large light well at the center of
the east facade. There are smaller, shallow lightwells notched into the
north and west facades as well.

The front (south) facade is the Hotel Kernan's only detailed facade. With
the exception of shallow returns at the south end of the west and east
facades, the east, west, and north facades are utilitarian in appearance.
The south facade is a tripartite composition based on the Beaux Arts
convention of base, shaft, and crown. The rusticated stone base of the
building, which rests on a granite watertable, was originally designed as a
free-standing, 1-1/2 story casino. It features an elaborately decorated
central arch that rises above a full entablature marking the top of the
base, dramatizing the hotel entrance below. The central arch is delineated
by a broken scroll pediment that supports cherubs holding a cartouche. Two
circular windows occupy the tympanum of the arch. An arched opening below
this central arch originally featured a recessed entrance containing a wide
granite stair leading up to the hotel lobby and flanking stairs leading
down to a rathskeller and other public facilities in the basement. This
entrance echoed the form of the vestigial entrance leading to the hyphen
(now gone) that once connected the Hotel Kernan with the Maryland Theater.
The original central recessed entry is now hidden from the street by the
present ca. 1946 Federal revival frontispiece that houses the double doors
providing access to the hotel. Elaborate classical detailing on the base
includes fluted pilasters supporting a frieze with rosettes; panels
decorated with swags, shields, crotches, and nymphs; and voussoirs with
console keystones.

'he vestigial entrance, the former one-story recessed entrance to the

~ hyphen that connected the Hotel Kernan to the Maryland Theater (now gone),
survives as a shallow element at the west end of the primary (south)
facade. (Regulations that went into effect after the Great Fire of 1904
required that steps or stairs be recessed behind the plane of the
building.) Rusticated piers resting on a granite watertable frame a massive
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terra cotta arch embellished with ornamented spandrels, egg-and-dart
molding, a paneled soffit, and a console keystone decorated with a swag and
ornamental drop pendant. The keystone and consoles support a projecting
balcony once topped with terra cotta balusters. . Only the metal framework
and priers of the balcony nc. - 7. The curved soutinwest corner of the
Hotel Kernan extends down behind the arch. Recessed granite stairs lead up
to an entrance at the first floor level and down to an entrance to the
basement. Decorative metal bars are placed in front of the blank wall at
the top of the stairs.

The variegated material and massing of the shaft of the Hotel Kernan
(second - sixth stories) breaks up the bulk of the hotel's street facade
and contributes to the hotel's robust, sculptural quality. The shaft is
rticulated in an a reeded manner that enhances the verticality of this
essentially square facade. Piers and arcades that rise the height of the
shaft are highlighted by quoins of contrasting color. The rounded return at
the western corner of the building echoes the prominent round bay that
anchors the southeast corner of the building. Three-story oriels surmounted
by balustraded balconies add additional vertical emphasis. Historic
photographs indicate the oriels were once clad in what appears to be
decorative metal; today their surface is exposed concrete. Additional terra
cotta balconies project at the third and fifth story levels to either side
of the central element of the building. For the most part, fenestraticn
consists of one-over-one sash, with two-over-two sash in many of the
windows within the curved corners. Much of the sash appears broken or
damaged.

The tiled mansard roof serves as the crown of the building. The mansard
returns around the southern portion of the east facade to the edge of the
lightwell. While many of the tiles are missing, the roof retains its
original iron cresting. At the southern end of the east elevation, there is
a large frame above the roof for a neon sign that reads "Friendship Classic
Inn." Hooded window molds, once clad in decorative metal, project from the
mansard. Pedimented terra cotta dormers housing paired one-over-one windows
interrupt the cornice line.

The east elevation, which faces an alley, is arranged around a central
ecessed lightwell that begins at the second story. The channeled brick of
“Che first story, which terminates in a corbelled stringcourse, echoes the
rustication pattern of the primary facade. The southern block of the U is
detailed in buff brick and surmounted by the mansard roof; the remaining
portion of the east facade is detailed in common brick and topped by a
corbelled cornice. A hexagonal bay of exposed concrete projects east into
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the center of the light well. Window openings are detailed in a utilitarian
manner; smaller window openings at the center of the north and south block
of the east facade probably indicate the location of original bathrooms.

The west facade was not design.. to be exposed, as it is today. The west
wall of the Hotel Kernan originally abutted a hyphen that connected the
hotel with the Maryland Theater. When the Maryland Theater was demolished
in 1951, it left the Congress Hotel, as it was by then named, a
free-standing building. The brick facade of the hotel now bears the scar of
the former roof line of the Maryland Theater, which was completed before
the Hotel Kernan, and displays several brick-up openings that indicate
interconnections between the two buildings. The only decorative features on
the west facade are a corbelled cornice and faint lettering of "HOTEL
ERNAN" visible at the top of the southern end of the west facade.

The entrance at the center of the Hotel Kernan currently provides the only
access to the interior of the building. (The vestigial entrance at the west
end of the building, which is now sealed, also provided access to the
hotel.) Public spaces are situated in the basement and first floor; upper
floors house hotel rooms along a double-loaded, U-shaped corridor. The
circulation system of the building originally consisted of an open well
stair placed near the center of the base of the U and an elevator in the
northeast corner of the building. (An additional stair in the demolished
hyphen connecting the Hotel Kernan with the Maryland Theater would have
provided secondary egress.) In the mid-20th century an elevator was placed
within the open well of the stair and a fire stair was placed within the
elevator shaft in the northeast corner.

The original, elaborate recessed entrance to the building is intact behind
the present ca. 1946 frontispiece. A wide granite stair with balusters
leads to the first floor; flanking stairs lead down to the basement, which
was originally designed as a rathskeller. The open plan basement houses the
celebrated marble bar; the back bar has vanished. With the exception of the
bar, this space appears to have been stripped of any decorative features.
On the first floor, the central entry leads into a late-20th century
registration lobby immediately north of the stair. The dining room, which
occupies the eastern half of the floor, appears to be the most intact of

he public areas. It retains its full ceiling height and sufficient
“elaborate cast plaster detail to indicate the original character of the
space. Fixtures like doors and hardware have been stripped from the
building. The kitchen is located against the north wall of the building at
the north end of the dining room. The probable Palm Court at the west side
of the front of the lobby is also intact. In 1947, Milton Firey, the
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owner/manager of the hotel, created an L-shaped mezzanine that wrapped
around the northwest corner of the building, behind the stair, dropping the
ceiling over the former art gallery and registration desk.

The six uppsr *trries abov: the mezzanine are identical in plan. Rocoms &a.c<
placed on either side of a central U-shaped corridor that extends around
the deep lightwell on the east side of the building. Smaller lightwells
placed at the center of the north and west facades, and a lightwell notched
into the northwest corner of the building, provide light to rooms that
would have faced the Maryland and Auditorium Theaters. While the plan of
the corridor on the upper floors appears to be intact, no decorative
elements remain. The upper floors originally housed suites as well as

mSingle rooms. While some rooms had private baths, each floor probably

W housed lavatories serving several rooms. The floor plan of the upper floors
has been reworked to create additional rooms and additional private baths.
The building, which declined into a single-room occupancy hotel before
being abandoned in 1986, is in fair to poor condition.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

‘lnited States Department of the Interior
Jdational Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section 8 Page _12_ B-2250
Hotel Kernan
Baltimore city, MD

SUMMARY SIGNIFICANCE

The Hotel Kernan, constructed in 1903 for theater impresario James Lawrence
"Addie" Kernan (1838-1912), is a locally significant example of lavish
hocteis ©of the peoidd. Design_ < o, ~hiladolphia e.cuaiect Johni Alica, Tthe
hotel was constructed as part of Kernan's Million Deollar Triple Enterprise,
which also included the Maryland Theater (now gone) and the Auditorium
Theater (now Mayfair Theater).' Kernan, a noted Baltimore philanthropist
who founded the J.L. Kernan Hospital and Industrial School at Radnor Park,
lived at the hotel until his death in 1912. The Kernan interests sold the
hotel in the 1920s. The establishment, which was renamed the Congress Hotel
in 1932, was owned and operated by the Firey family from 1938 to 1977. By
the 1970s, Kernan's deluxe establishment had declined into a single room
occupancy hotel. The hotel has been vacant since 1986. The Hotel Kernan
meets National Register Criterion C as one of the few surviving examples of
a property type for which Baltimore was once noted. The period of
significance of the Hotel Kernan extends from its date of construction in
1903 to 1932, when it was bought at a bankruptcy sale and remodeled.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE

The Hotel Kernan, which features one of the most la..shly decorated
exterior bases of any Baltimore hotel, is one of a handful of buildings
that survive to represent this distinctive property type, for which
Baltimore was particularly noted. Baltimore proved a fertile setting for
hotel development. As a trade and transportation entrepot, the city
required transient housing for the hundreds of travelers and businessmen
passing through the city. In addition to lodging, hotel rooms offered
temporary office space for traveling salesmen to display their samples.
Moreover, until well into the 20th century, Baltimore hotels provided
permanent as well as transient housing, since the city came late to
apartment living.

Baltimore enjoyed a distinguished tradition of fine hotels, boasting one of
the three most important American hotels of the early 19th century. David
Barnum's six-story, 200 room City Hotel (built 1825, demolished 1889),
.designed by William Small, was among the world's grandest hotels, setting a
standard for the type. Frances Trollope called Barnum's "the most splendid
in the Union" and Charles Dickens praised it as "one of the most
comfortable of all the hotels in the United States.”? Barnum's set the
standard for public hospitality that Baltimore's other renowned antebellum
hotels, all now gone, adopted. Early hotels included the Fountain Inn, the
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Eutaw House (constructed 1835, demolished 1916), and the Gilmor House/St.
Clair Hotel (constructed ca. 1840, demolished 1897).

In contrast to the inn from "~ich it ultimately evolved, the American h-tel
devel._pe. as a large, multi-rouli facasity that ofiered a variety of public
spaces like lobbies, ballrooms, dining rooms, specialized restaurants,
smoking rooms, and bars. Many hotels featured large suites for residential,
rather than transient, living. During the 19th and early 20th century,
hotel residents could enjoy elegant meals and comfortable, stylish quarters
without the expense of servants or furniture.® As Bmerican hotel design
progressed and became more specialized toward the end of the 19th century,
technological innovation became essential to the evolution of larger and
larger hotels. Steel-frame construction and equipment like elevators,
sathrooms, lavatories, and heating systems became increasingly important.®
Baltimore's later grand hotels, which exemplified this type, included the
St. James Hotel (built 1874, demolished early 1960s), the Rennert Hotel
(built 1885, enlarged 1893, demolished 1941), the Altamont Hotel (built
1886, democlished 1965), and the Emerson (built 1911, demolished 1971). Of
the dozens of grand hotels in Baltimore, only two turn-of-the-century grand
hotels now remain =-- the Hotel Kernan and the Belvedere (built 1903).

The Hotel Kernan provides a sp’eudid example of how hotels served as
settings for ostentatious display. With his theatrical background, James
Lawrence "Addie" Kernan possessed the showmanship required to build and
operate an establishment that functioned as a social stage. The son of a
feed store owner, Kernan was educated at Loyola College and Mount St.
Mary's. As a youndg man working in the transportation department of the B&O
Railroad, Kernan lived in the Fountain Hotel, one of Baltimore's grand
antebellum hostelries. A rabid partisan during the Civil War, Kernan
enlisted in the Confederate Army, was captured, and spent nearly two years
as a prisoner of war at Point Lookout.

Despite his conventional job at the B&0O, Kernan was drawn to the theatrical
world. John Wilkes Booth was a childhood friend and his older brother,
Eugene Kernan, invested in theatrical ventures. When Eugene Kernan's lessor
defaulted on a loan in 1866, Eugene appointed Addie Kernan receiver of the
burlesque house near Baltimore Street and Jones Falls.’ Addie Kernan helped
__loneer burlesque entertainment in Baltimore. After his first theater
burned in 1873, he reopened his Fallsway operation as the Central Theater,
later rechristening the house as the Monumental Theater and Bridge Theater.
He booked a variety of well known acts, including the exotic dancer Little
Egypt, whose gyrations caused Baltimore's police to shut down the theater.
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Kernan relished offering popular, mass entertainment. He operated a Summer
Garden featuring bands and nightly concerts in an annex across Jones Falls
from the Monumental. The Summer Garden boasted pool tables, bowling alleys,
a shooting gallery, a woman diver, a boxing ring, and a gas-1lit bicycle
track for bicycle races. Whe he (ook over the historic Holliday Street
Theater in 1890, he transformed it from an expensive, elite theatrical
establishment to a low-priced venue for melodramas and other populist
entertainment. He expanded his empire to include three theaters in
Washington -- the Grand Opera House, the Lafayette, and the Empire -- as
well as four theaters in Buffalo.

In 1890 Kernan also bought the Howard Auditorium (later reworked as the
structure within the Mayfair Theater) on Howard Street between Franklin and
Center. Located in an area dominated by warehouses and granaries (Kernan's
father's operation had been in the same block), the Howard's primary
audience was students. Kernan quickly instituted the successful practices
that marked his other operations. He introduced vaudeville double bills and
made the lobby itself an attraction. He transformed the lobby into the Eden
Musee, a wax museum featuring tableaux with automatons.

In the 1890s, as Addie Kernan's entertainment ventures reached their peak,
he concocted plans for his "Million Dollar Triple Enterprise" that would
consist of two theaters and a hotel. The Auditorium Theater (now the
Mayfair) would rise on the site of the Howard Auditorium. The Maryland
Theater would be constructed on Franklin Street, and the Hotel Kernan would
rise on Franklin Street adjacent to the Maryland Theater and backing into
the Auditorium. These establishments would upgrade the type of
entertainment Kernan presented.®

Kernan's vision for the Million Dollar Triple Enterprise shifted several
times over the ten years it took to complete it. The scheme originally
contemplated two new theaters and a ten-story hotel. Later plans depict a
one-story casino instead of the hotel.’ The Maryland Theater and Hotel
Kernan would be constructed on the site of small, 19th-century commercial
buildings facing Franklin Street. The Auditorium Theater would rise on the
site of the Howard Auditorium. Kernan's architect was John D. Allen, a
Philadelphia architect and engineer with wide-ranging experience designing
theaters.® Little is known about Allen, who first appears in Philadelphia
city directories as an architect in 1890. Business directories tout
interior art decoration and theater work as his specialties. By 1918 Allen
is listed as president of the A. C. Axle Manufacturing Company; he is last
listed in 1923. Allen's architectural projects included designs for new
construction and alterations of theaters, auditoriums, and amusement parks
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in Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Brooklyn, New York, and Atlantic City.? In his
design for Kernan's Million Dollar Triple Enterprise, Allen shows a sure
hand with the popular architectural vocabulary for hotels and theaters. The
contractor was D.W. and G.H. Thomas.'° Frank Sims of Philadelphia designed
the hotel decorations, whic.. «2r executed by Henry Arens. Minch &
Eisenbrey provided furniture and carpets and Thomas Boland was the plumbing
contractor."'’ Newspaper articles noted that "the work of construction has
been as far as possible by Baltimore labor and with Baltimore material.""

By the end of 1902, as construction began, the Million Dollar Triple
Enterprise consisted of the two theaters linked by a casino, which replaced
the hotel. Rather than demolishing the Howard Auditorium, the Auditorium
Theater appears to have been constructed around the existing structure.®’
In July 1903 a fire within the casino, then under construction, virtually
destroyed its interior and seriously damaged its exterior terra cotta.
Kernan then returned to his original scheme of a hotel and two theaters,
incorporating the surviving street facade of the casino into his hotel.™*

In architectural style, the Hotel Kernan adopted a loose version of the
French renaissance revival style popularized by the premier hotel architect
of the day, Henry J. Hardenbergh of New York. Its lively facade held its
own with the festive Maryland Theater next door, consistent with the
popular idiom of hotel design in Baltimore. Late 19th century hotels like
the St. James, Rennert, and Altamont featured picturesque rooflines with
mansard roofs punctuated by towers and dormers; load~bearing masonry
facades enlivened with projecting bays; and prominent entry features. The
Hotel Kernan, like the contemporary Belvedere and the later Emerson,
retained the hallmark hotel mansard. However, the Hotel Kernan was
transitional in style, adopting the picturesque facade articulation and
highly plastic ornament of the earlier hotels. It translated the refined
French renaissance revival vocabulary of the fashionable contemporary
hotels into a more theatrical baroque. The base of the building, originally
designed as the facade of the free-standing casino, gave the building
particular panache.

The Hotel Kernan opened to great fanfare on September 3, 1905, the crowning
piece of Kernan's Million Dollar Triple Enterprise. The opening was
scheduled to coincide with the beginning of the fall season for the two
theaters, which were inaugurated the preceding year.'®” Kernan invited
leading lights of Baltimore to the opening, including noted Baltimore
architects E. Francis Baldwin and Charles Cassell]. An enormous
rathskeller, later billed as Baltimore's first nightclub, was housed in the
basement. A grand dining room occupied the eastern half of the first floor;
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the western portion of the first floor served as an art gallery displaying
Kernan's personal collection of 19th century drawings and paintings. Hotel
rooms were located on the upper floors.

A newspaper article describing che opening details tiie twin concerns of
technology and luxurious public spaces that characterized American hotel
building at the turn of the century:

The first impression of the visitor upon entering the lobby is one of
magnitude, artistic beauty and solidity. He is impressed with the
massive marble and gold columns with their Corinthian capitals, the
marble floor and wainscoting, the finely polished mahogany furnishings
and the general air of elegance. The beautiful marble quarter circle
which forms the front desk and coffice counter [now gone] contrasts
well with the other fittings.

The hotel, which has been two years in the process of construction, is
modern and up to date in every detail. It contains 150 rooms,
luxuriously furnished, each of which is light and airy. They are
arranged single double and en suite and nearly all have private
baths.... [The hotel] is lighted throughout by electricity, ventilated
by the latest exhaust fan system and heated by steam.'®

Advertisements for the Hotel Kernan played up its "plunger elevator system"
noted that the facility was "absolutely fireproof" and "perfectly safe."
The Hotel Kernan's advertisements also touted its sumptuous amenities like
its cuisine, "hygienic barber shop," and "special attention to
after-theatre supper parties and private bangquets." Leading performers,
like Adelina Patti, appearing at Kernan's theaters were featured
entertainers in the dining room, rathskeller, and palm garden.'’ Clearly
the Hotel Kernan provided an opportunity for guests to enjoy the trappings
of a luxurious life only available to the wealthiest private households.

The two theaters comprising the Million Dollar Triple Enterprise exhibited
the same exalted taste as the hotel. Addie Kernan exercised stern
censorship to guarantee that the upgraded vaudeville fare was suitable for
family audiences.'® Buster Keaton and Charlie Chaplin both played in
vaudeville acts at the Maryland Theater. Later performers included Will
Rogers, Weber & Fields, Al Jolson and Eddie Cantor.'® The Auditorium,
leased to the Schubert organization, featured legitimate theater. With the
decline of vaudeville, the Maryland Theater was converted to a legitimate
stage in 1927.%° Nestled between Kernan's two theaters and on the same
block with the Academy of Music, the Hotel Kernan became the favorite of
theatrical people and road show personnel.?’ Described as "the hub of
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theatrical life and the headquarters of sportsmen,"?

Fonda's wedding to Margaret Sullivan.®

it hosted Henry

Kernan was a self-made man who never forgot his humble roots.?* He was an
active Democre., serving as pboth a Park Commissioner and Jail Commissioner.
A generous soul, he assisted Confederate veterans and Catholic charities.
His obituary noted that he typically wrote out checks to various
organizations serving the needy three times a week.?” He is best
remembered, however, for his work establishing the James Lawrence Kernan
Hospital and Industrial School for Crippled Children. In a state reluctant
to provide public hospitals or facilities for children with special needs,
Kernan's generosity was immensely important. Kernan became involved with
the hospital in 1909 when Ada Mosby wrote to him requesting the loan of a
poiano to the Hospital for Crippled and Deformed Children, an institution
housed in small buildings in the 2000 block of North Charles Street. When
Kernan visited the makeshift facility and learned that Ada Mosby was the
daughter of John Mosby, one of the heroes of the Confederacy, he gave the
hospital a piano and became increasingly involved with its patients. In
1910 Kernan purchased the Radnor Park estate of William H. Ferguson for the
hospital and gave the hospital $10,000 to adapt it for their use. The
following year the hospital voted to change its name to honor Kernan, who
visited the hospital every Sunday. Kernan then incorporated his hotel and
entertainment enterprises, retaining a life interest in $340,000 worth of
stock which was to be transferred to the hospital upon his death.®®

Kernan remained actively involved with both the hospital and the hotel. In
December 1912 Kernan died in his rooms at the hotel after a brief bout of
pneumonia. Active until the end, he had taken dessert in the hotel dining
room and watched games of pool in the billiard room on the night he took
ill. At his death, he was eulogized by Cardinal Gibbons and memorialized
for his "unfailing faith in Baltimore" on the editorial page of the
Baltimore Sun.?’ Kernan's provision for the hospital in his will was so
generous that in 1916 his son unsuccessfully contested both the will and
the earlier incorporation of his father's hotel and entertainment
interests.?®

After Kernan's death, the decline of vaudeville and changing tastes in
entertainment ultimately led to the dismantlement of his empire. Kernan's
successor operation sold the Hotel Kernan to a Michigan company.?’ In 1932
the Penn Mutual Life Insurance Company of Philadelphia, the mortgage
holder, bought Kernan's "Million Dollar Triple Enterprise" at a bankruptcy
auction for $225,000.%° The Philadelphia insurance company immediately made
"extensive renovations" and changed the hotel's name to the Congress Hotel.
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They operated the Congress Hotel through 1938, when Penn Mutual sold the
hotel to M.J. Firey, a third-generation hotel operator from Kingston, North
Carolina, for $150,000. The Firey family would continue to own and operate
the hotel for nearly 40 years. The theaters remaired on the market.® In
1%<. motion piciuie operate. <. w. hicks oought ciae liaryland Theacer and
adapted it for motion pictures. It was demolished for a parking lot in
1951.°

M.J. Firey's son, Milton, a Cornell Hotel School graduate, made extensive
changes to the hotel. Like Baltimore's other hotels, the Congress suffered
hard use during World War II. When Milton Firey inherited his father's
hotel in 1945, he immediately began major alterations using the Southern
Hotel Journal's study of modernization, "The 100-Room Hotel Study," as his
guide. Firey made several exterior changes to attract automobile travelers
on Franklin Street, which was also Route 40, a major route west. The
present Federal revival frontispiece was installed, masking the original
recessed entrance, which was "certainly not an attractive invitation to a
passing motorist." A well-1lit projecting marquee and new roof-top sign
transformed the pedestrian scale of the original building to the
automobile. On the interior, Firey reworked the public spaces, particularly
on the west side of the building. He partitioned an existing mezzanine into
commercial office space and leased the dining room as office space to a
bank, a lawyer, and an insurance company, and constructed a mezzanine in
the upper portion of the former "Peacock Alley" [probably the original Art
Gallery] in the northwest quarter of the building. On the upper floors he
instal}gd vinyl wall covering to cover the extensive cracks in the interior
walls.™

The Business Editor of the Sun noted that "what the Congress is doing is
being done by hotels here and across the nation, that is, creating more
guest rooms in the same floor area, by eliminating waste space and more
efficient layouts." (sic) Firey started another $250,000 five year program
of improvements in 1950, followed by an additional series of changes
costing $150,000. He installed a new elevator and added 42 new guest rooms
and bathrooms in 1955. He also added room air conditioning and installed
vinyl wall coverings in all the guest rooms.** The innovative manager even
returned the hotel to its theatrical roots. He invited the Vagabonds,one of
Baltimore's oldest little theater groups, to establish their theater in the
basement rathskeller.

However, even Firey's management skill could not overcome forces set in
motion by the automobile. Like Baltimore's other downtown hotels, the
Congress Hotel's doom was sealed by suburban flight and the decline of the
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center city. By the 1970s, the once proud Hotel Kernan had become a single
room occupancy hotel whose rooms rented for less than $5/day.* "The
once-posh Congress had declined almost to derelict status. It was by then a
great, crumbling hulk of a } “"dinco. a ceiling-cracved, pipe-clanking,
plaster-iallen parody of the palace tnat once had gireamed so brightly
beneath the flood lights."*®

In 1977 Angelo and Samuel Palumbo purchased the run-down building, which
they continued to operate as a single-room-occupancy hotel. A newspaper
article from the period noted that "the Congress became shabbier and
shabbier, like an old movie star down on his luck."? Sam Palumbo, who was
an engineering draftsman in the Baltimore city housing department, claimed
+hat he sank $100,000 into the hotel, but in 1979 he was cited for 174
nousing code violations, including a lack of smoke detectors.?®
Entertainment venues in the building, however, were code compliant and
enjoyed greater success.

The old rathskeller in the basement became the Marble Bar. Roger Anderson
and his wife Leslee operated the music club from 1978 to 1995.°° The Marble
Bar was a vital element of Baltimore's music scene, providing a stage for
emerging acts too original for other clubs.’® During its heyday the Marble
Bar booked emerging talent likz the Psychedelic Furs, REM, X, and Squeeze
before they became nationally recognized.

The Hotel Kernan has been vacant since 1986. The building, which is
occasionally used for television and film shoots, is in deteriorated
condition. Vandals have stripped the decorative metal that once clad the
exterior oriels and the hood molds above the dormer windows. Despite the
Firey-era alterations and subsequent deterioration and vandalism, the Hotel
Kernan retains sufficient integrity to convey its historic associations as
a representative example of a grand, turn-of-the-century Baltimore hotel.
The robust character of the hotel's facade is still readily apparent
despite changes at the entrance and missing decorative elements. On the
interior, most of the distinctive elements of the basement and first floor
public spaces remain intact. Major changes associated with hotel remodeling
appear to have been concentrated on the upper floors and in the mezzanine
inserted in the northwest corner of the first floor. The original entry
surround and processional stairs are intact behind the present entry
frontispiece and the marble bar still dominates the basement space. The
dining room space and front portion of the first floor lobby also survive
to provide evidence of the lavish character of the decorative program.
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Endnotes:

1 The Auditorium Theater (Mayfair Theater), which is at present in
severely deteriorated condition, is not included in this National Register
nomination. The Auditorium -. 2cer (Mayfair Theater) has been under

separate ownership from the hotel since the late 1930s and has had no
functional relationship with the Hotel Kernan since it was converted to a
motion picture house in the 1940s. The Maryland Theater, adjacent to the
hotel and demolished in 1951, was always more closely identified with J. L.
Kernan and the hotel.

2 Nikolaus Pevsner, A History of Building Types, p. 175 and Carleton
Jones, Lost Baltimore, pp. 118-119.

3 Elizabeth Cromley, Alone Together, p. 19.
& Pevsner, pp. 178-186.
5 Kernan's biographer notes that the Baltimore News reported that the
"variety shows'" at Kernan's first house were '"rather askance.i (Shirley

Cammack, '"James Lawrence Kernan, 1838-1912," p. 5).

6 Biographical information on Kernan taken from Baltimore: Its History
and Its People, Vol. 2, pp. 373-374; Shirley Cammack, i James Lawrence
Kernan, 1938-1912;" and "J. L. Kernan Dead,'" Sun, Dec. 15, 1912.

7 See "Kernan Houses Ready,'" Sun, Aug. 31, 1904; "Kernan's New Maryland
Hotel,# Sun, March 8, 1904; "Kernan's Maryland Theatre and Casino Annex,

Sun, Dec. 2, 1902; and "Mr. James L. Kernan's New Hotel and Theater,# Sun,
Aug. 25, 1903

8 "Throws his hotel open,# Sun, Sept. 3, 1905.

9 Sandra L. Tatman and Roger W. Moss, The Biographical Dictionary of
Philadelphia Architects: 1700-1930, pp. 7-8.

10 G. H. Thomas was married to Kernan's daughter, Adelaide.
11 i Throws his hotel open,'" Sun, Sept. 3, 1905.

12 "Kernan Houses Ready," Sun, Aug. 31, 1904.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMBE No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

~IInited States Department of the Interior
.ational Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section 8 Page _21__ B-2250
Hotel Kernan
Baltimore city, MD

13 Maryland Inventory of Historic Sites Form for the Mayfair Theater.

15 While the Maryland Theater opened in the fall of 1903, it was "opened
. somewhat hurriedly and in an unfinished state.® 'Kernan Houses
Ready," Sun, Ang. 31, 1904.

16 "Throws his hotel open,'" Sun, Sept. 3, 1905.

17 Advertisement, Baltimore Sun, September 5, 1905.

18 # J. L. Kernan Dead,# Sun, Dec. 15, 1912.
19 "C. W. Hicks Buys the Maryland Theater,'" Sun, April 13, 1942.
20 "Maryland Theater is Sold; Vaudeville May Come Back," Sun, April 14,
1942.
21 "A Bit of Theatrical History,# Gardens, Houses, and People, James L.

Kernan Co. Vertical File (ca. 1950), Maryland Room, Enoch Pratt Free
Library.

22 "Congress Hotel Sale Announced,'" Sun, March 23, 1938.
23 David McQuay, # Guitarist Jazzes Up the Congress," News-American, Jan.
2%, 1977.

24 Baltimore, Its History and Its People, p. 374.
25 "J. L. Kernan Dead," Sun, Dec. 15, 1912.

26 Shirley Cammack, 'James Lawrence Kernan, 1838-1912," pp. 25-28.

27 “"J. L. Kernan Dead,#

* and Editorial, Sun, Dec. 15, 1912.

28 Shirley Cammack, i James Lawrence Kernan, 1838-1912," p. 36.

29 i A room at the Congress: Would you believe $15 a night?# Sun, April
1, 1978.
30 # Kernan Holdings Sold for $225,000,i# Sun, July 21, 1932 and "A room

at the Congress: Would you believe $15 a night?" Sun, April 11, 1978.
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31 "Congress Hotel Sale Announced,' Sun, March 23, 193 8.
32 Carleton Jones, Lost Baltimcre, p. 229.

33 race H. Woolley, "Saving 320,000 Annually in a House of 125 Rooms,"
pp- 33 - 36.

34 Carroll E. William, "Big Expansion by Congress Hotel Planned," Sun,
June 16, 1955.

35 Tom Nugent, # Once-grand Congress Hotel serves an invisible clientele:
the lonely, the down-and-out," Sun, April 11, 1978.

w36 "A room at the Congress: Would you believe $15 a night?" Sun, April
11, 1978.
37 W Guitarist Jazzes up the Congress,'" News-American, Jan. 21, 1977.

38 Housing Dept. aide cited as code violator,'" Evening Sun, Nov. 27,
1979.

39 Roger Anderson died in 1984. (David Zeiler, '"The Marble Bar closes an
era, Catholic Review, June 5, 1985.)

40 David Zeiler, 'The Marble Bar closes an era, Catholic Review, June 5,
1985.
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MARYILAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA

Geographic Organization:
Piedmornt
Chronological/Developmental Periods:
Industrial/Urban Dominance, A. D. 1870-1939
Prehistoric/Historic Period Themes:
Architecture, Landscape Architecture, and Community Planning
Resource Type:
' Category: Building
Historic Environment: Urban
Historic Function(s) and Use(s):
Domestic: hotel
Commerce/Trade: restaurant

Known Design Source: J. D. Allen Co., architect
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Major Venable--1 don't want to be taken
Into your confidenes,

Mr, tiepbart snld It was not fair te the
commitiee far Mr. Marina 1o he sa lndref-
wite alwnt the lines upon which he wanted
Infermallon

Major Venabie snld that be had been edu
eated me An fogineer and he had learned

. Susbl-the Word of 45, 90Kioknr whin

= g
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Government Wins Tax Oase
Againat Nmboﬂl Central.

DECIDED IN SBUPREME COURT
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An Aasoctated Press dispatch praterday
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of that court In the vase of the O
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nf A Rinfe reaerte "
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Original Design for the site showing the casino.
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which will he erected by Mr James Lo
Kérnan oo the site of the Casino, which

f utroyed by fire.
The

the ne~ hullding Into a hotel,

10 mtortes high, with a front of A3 fert oD

" MR. JAMES L.

'Z'iI'TI.n plrlur.e above shows the oew hotel,

L'u In enurse of ronatrurtion wbv-n da-
The Are caused Mr. Kyr-
{ nao [o rhange his plane and declde to turn
pro-
pused #idifee will be a handsome struclure,

.5 '
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HOJEL AND THEATRE
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i
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Franklln street aod a depth of 02 feet,
¢ There will he aceommadations for abont /
1 800 gueats and the bullding will he rquipped
i with all the |atest linprovements. Work
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-on the new hotel will Hot start, however,
cuntll the Maryland Theatre, now ln eourase
Lof construction. ts finlahed.

. The front will he bighlr ornnte. terrea
Seotta embelllshnients belug freely used, nind
“the general style of the bullding will be In

Baltimore Sun August

keeplng with other plans, the deslie belng
to have harmnny betwesn the severnl st
tires In process of consteactlon 'he front
of the hutel will be a modited Frenel, with
vy eorules wnd enrved roof, o hilbe the
helght of the Lhatbding slone will mnkes 1t

25, 1903.

very himposluyg  The Interiur will be In con
formity wHh the exterlor  The roowms apd
aultes wre to be finely furnished and &)l the
muderu eonvenlrnees and the lutest sanl-
Inry applinners are to be Installed .

Early design scheme showing hotel as a ten story building.

B-2250
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KEANAN'S NEW MARYLAND HOTEL

Tl ervetml on Franklin street, silb-olog tbe ew Morylawd [heatte on the cper

Baltimore Sun March 8, 1904.

Design for hotel without mansard seventh floor level.
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Bygone Baltimore, by Jacques Kelly, p. 126-27. B-2250 Congress Hotel

‘Baltimore may not have been a great theater town,
‘bur-all the greats played there. There was old Ford’
. Grand Opera House .on Fayette Street, and an entire,
*.~ theatrical neighborhood at Howard and Franklin, with |
ithe Maryland, the Auditorium (now the Mayfair), and
- “the Academy of Music, Katharine Cornell, Marilyn"
““Miller, Ethel Waters, Al Jolson, Tallulah Bankhead,
{Gerrrude Lawrence, Fred and Adele Astaire, Noel
.. Coward, Eva Le Gallienne, Ethel Barrymore,:Mae
West, Alfred Lunt, and Lynn Fontanne are partof the .
¢ city's theatrical history, SRR E R Pt
i~ * There were great movie places downtown and
~scores of neighborhood second-run houses, Lexington
" Street had its Cenmury and Valencis; the  Stanley
dominated the Howard Street film trade. It had 4,000
searts and the obligatory pipe organ. The Hippodrome, !
which opened in 1914, made a specialry of vaudeville :
acts. North Avenue had the beautiful Parkwey, which~
was modeled after a London theater,”: =,
Neighborhood movie theaters mushroo
Waverly had its Boulevard and Waverly, Highlandtown :
its Parterson and Grand, South Baltimore its Brodieand
McHenry, York Road its Senator, and Howard Park its *
Ambassador. Television subsequently took a heavy toll
on the kingdom of MGM, RKO, Warner Brothers,and '’

¥

- V'If Baltimore ever had a theater district, rwas
2 the novtlrwest corner of Howard and Franklin.

5 L 1At the far left was the Maryland Theatre, @~
i degirimore  woudeville  house, daring from

" 4903, It was part of James L. Kernan's Triple”
% Million Dallar Enterprise. Other parts of the -
J triurmrvirate were Kernan's (now Comgress)
VL Hotel and the Auditorium Theatre, now the %
 Mayfair, At the far right stood the Academy
‘cof Music, which opened January 5, 1875, X
seeMaryland Histerical Society photo; from the -4
ughes Collection . ;




Bygone Baltimore, by Jacques
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TUIS WEEK
The order wheth they 3p) rar
MERBERIA BEESON
BUSSEY 2T ASL

BEVERLY BAVNE |
DERICKSON:BROWE 1§
o™ HAVEL
RUNAWAY
FOUR !
TANN SUTET

Kelly, p.128.

~
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s

The Maryland Theatre was part of K ernan’
theater holdings. It connected with his F mnkf
!1}_: Streer hotel next door and offered vaude-
ville, musical comedies, and plays. It wgs
demolished in 1951. Photo from the au: -

: 14
callection
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! Diphtheria And 8carlet Faver In- |

The plcture lhou sbows the new hotel.'

which ‘will be erscted by Mr. Jumes L.

Kernan on the aits of) the Casina, which -

was lo course of romptruction when de
stroyed by fire. The fire caused Mr. Keor-
nAn to change kis plang and deelde to turn
the new baliding Into a hotel. The pro-
poaed edlfice will ba a handsome structure,
10 stories high, with a front of 86 fert 0B
Frapklio wireet' apd a depth of 03 feer,
There will be agenmmodations for about
B00 gueatn and the building will he equipped

with all the latest Improvements. Work
~ '
{
=
»
un the new hotel will not start, howerer,

untfl the Maryland Theatre. now (n eourse
of construction, ls Anished,

The froot will be highlyr nrnate. terra
cottA embelllshments being freely uaed, anil
the general style of the bullding will be in

kreping with «ther plans, the denire belng
tn Lave harmony betwean the several struc-
tnres In proceas of conatruction. The front
of the butel will be & modified Frepeh, with
heavy rcornire and curved mof. while the
th:h! ot the bulldiug slone will maks It

HE WOULDISOLATE GASES !

~creasing, Bays Dr. Bosley.

GIVES STATISTICS AS PROOF .

Declares These Two Diacases The
Gireatest Obatacles In The Way Of |

Health Department Work.

Health Commissioger Noaley stated yes-

terday that the most lmportant obetacie |

withwhich hebastatontend |s the Increase
of acariet fever and dlphtherta. It ta the
most lmportant, he'sald. because of the
econtaglous rharacter of the dlseanes.

“With the population ¢onstantly lncreas
Ing and the crowding of rarious scctlons,
the city wlil soouer or later have to face
o crists.’” argued Dr. Bosiey. "Thrre are
po diseases more acutely lofecilons thao
scarjet fever and diphitheria. For tols res-
son Ereat care aod [solation are oecessary.
Thrge festures we alin to tesch In our
campalgne aga!nmst the maiadles. Legally
we con only plaverd the houses where the
dlasases are. A rhild wnay go out teo varly
or some member of the fawliy may carry
the fnfectiom, and the patnral result la Lise
spread of the diseasrs

“\WWhat ls needed Iuost (s an lufections

disease Lospitsai, where these casrs can Le

Euppoelng tbere

very lmposiug. The Interior will be In con-
formity wHhb the exterior. The roewms and
anltés are 1o be fnely furnished and all the
modera ‘ronveniencres and the Iatest sani-
tary appliancens are to be installed

call for mmaller Lissta sud the cutting of
Lo lren ore stratym which jeads from the
nafer to<he a:mt

WOULD SI'LEI{ CE CHARGES

Mre(men Has n.--u-d Specifica-
:lnl;- For l.ighting Contraats.
ity Sultettor Brice will return to Super.
! tutendent of Lamps and Lighriog Mot "nen

Mr.

There are & few minor changens.

1t subhmitring ro Mre, Arnes the specifica-
tlone Mr. Mot uen touk ocenslon o send
bt alwe a cops of certaln conditinne which
be thovgol vugbt-to be luiposed oo all B
" dern. These conditions wus! he sworn to
| Vefgre a magistrute snd sfate that the bid-
| der s notincollusion with ans other bldder
Lur munilclipal otielal
| 1 returued the copy of copditivns to Mr,
| Me€Cuen witbout comnient,” sald Mr Briuce
| iast ntght. My reason for thin was that
\there is no lew preseriblng thelr embod]-
| weut o the speclficatious
matter for thy Roard nf Awardse to deter-
miue.
eilnxl to fasvor the condltions
b begally tncorporated they certalnly woula

poi biddlng.”
i Mr Me€Cuen stated yesterdsy that
eorditions were drawpo after the Now York
city specifications. He sald be was awars
that dleappointed bldders often hBinted at
fraud, graft and colluston. These condl-
ticns, be thougnt, would place ali the bld
Arrs In such & position am t sllefhcs such

 PREDICT HIGHER COAL PRICESB

- Shippers And Denlers Adviss Againast

. early aod not walt unt!l the cold weather

trday the apecificatiuns for ges lightiog.

it la wolely &

As & wember of the board | am la- !
If they cnn |

pnt ut reet 8!l doubt of falrness In munici- E

the !

Delay In Ordering Supplies.

“The supply of coal for the winter will |

be llpited, but sufficlent to prevent actual
want if the people will lay in thelr snpply

Bays It Was His
To Pay OR Debd
As 'Soomn As Pous

Gen. Ferdinand (
Mayor of Baltimore |
Hy in sccord with th
Mr, Lewis X. Hopkin
for the sinklag fund,

last Thu
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Is artually npon them ™

“The price will be sti2, probabiy a trifle |

bigher thano formeriy, with a tendency to
rise when the roid weather sets In and
the urgent demand begioe”

"No one need bhold hark abaut layiog io
8 supply with the (dea tyat prices will be
lower as the seasou advances.’

These ars the opinions expresed by the

. cosi dealers and shippers of the oty whea

aaked a8 10 the outiook for the roming win-
ter The form of expresslon varied, acd
Lirre was a diference of oplplom in some

cases An lo detaila bhne thse ahars anars. .

Early Design Proposal for a 10-storey

Hotel. The Sun, Baltimore,
25 August, 1903.

Congress Hotel
Baltimore City
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B-2250

Congress Hotel (Hotel Kernan)
306-312 W. Franklin Street
Block 0530, Lot 041

Baltimore City

Baltimore East Quad.
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B-2250

Congress Hotel 1903-1905
306-312 West Franklin Street
Private

The Congress Hotel is significant as one of the finest hotel structures

to be built in downtown Baltimore. It is representative of restrained
Second Empire styling and has a degree of decoration at the base that

is unrivaled among downtown hotel structures. It was part of a three
building complex made up of the Hotel Kernan (the original name of the
Congress Hotel), Maryland Theatre (demolished),and Auditorium Theatre

(now the Mayfair Theatre). The hotel was included in this theatre complex
to provide suitable living quarters for both visiting actors and patrons

of the theatre. This "Triple Million Dollar Enterprise," as it was called
at the time, was the crowning achievement of James L. Kernan, a leading
theatrical entrepeneur in Baltimore and a great philanthropist. This hotel
also is associated with many important guests, primarily actors, that stayed
here while giving performances at Kernan's theatres. Although neglected
for many years, the hotel retains much of its original architectural

character. The historic rehabilitation of this building will be an important

development in the revitalization of the northern edge of the Market Center
area in downtown Baltimore.



Survey No. B-2250

i i i No.0422505725
Maryland Historical Trust Magi N

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE x yes _ no

1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic Hotel Kernan

and/or common Congress Hotel

2. Location

street & number 306-312 West Franklin Street ____not for publication
city, town Baltimore ___ vicinity of congressional district Szd
state Maryland county
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—__ district - public _%__ occupied ____ agriculture —_ museum
_* building(s) % private ____ unoccupied _%_commercial ___ park
__structure —_both —_work in progress ____ educational ____ private residence
—_ site Public Acquisition Accessible __ entertainment ___ religious
__object _____in process _%__ yes: restricted ____government ____ scientific
— being considered ___ yes: unrestricted __ industrial ____ transportation
x not applicable __ po ___ military other:

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Congress Kenaissance, Inc.
street & number  306-312 W. Franklin Street telephone no.:
city, town Baltimore state and zip code  Maryland 21201

5. Location of Legal Description

Baltimore City Courthouse

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. liber SEB 79

street & number Fayette and Calvert Stresets folio 580

city, town Baltimore state Maryiand

6. Representation in Existing #istorical surveys

title Baltimore Retail District Survey

date 1980 _ federal ___state ___ county _* |ocal

~epository for survey records Commission for Historical and ARchitectural Preservation

city, town Baltimore state Maryland




7- Description Survey No. B-2250

Condition Check one Check one

— excellent ____deteriorated ____ unaltered _X__ original site

— s good —___ruins — X altered —__moved date of move
__fair —_ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

SUMMARY :

The Congress Hotel is a seven story high, seven bay wide running-bond

brick and terra cotta structure built in a modified Second Empire Style
located on the north side of West Franklin Street halfway between North
Howard and North Eutaw Streets in Central Baltimore, Maryland. The

building has a highly decorative base featuring pilasters, arched windows, a
broken arch flanked by cherubic figures, a rosetted frieze and a cartouche.
The upper floors feature stone balconies, projecting bay windows set within

a slightly recessed arch, a curving easternmost corner bay, and ornate

window surrounds. A bracketed and dentilled cornice surmounted by a shingled
mansard roof with wall dormers and cresting completes the exterior of the
building. The hotel orignially contained 150 rooms. It was lavishly
decorated with an impressive lobby space teaturing Corinthian columns,

marble floor and wainscotting and mahogany furnishings. On the first

floor was a dining room finished in marble, green, ivory and gold with
frescoed ceilings and massive columns. There was also an art gallery

and Rathskellar featuring a sixty foot long marble bar. Hotel rooms were
furnished with mahogany dressers and wardrobes, brass beds, marble washstands,
steam radiators and brass gas and electric fixtures. Although there has been
some modernization and deterioration of the building, many of its original
interior and exterior features are extant.

General Description:

This large'hotel, styled in modifiéd Second Empire fashion is located near
the northwest corner of Franklin and Howard Streets. It 1s seven stories
high, seven bays wide and surfaced in running-bond brick and terra cotta.

The ornate ground floor, surfaced in a smooth rusticated terra cotta, rests

on a stone foundation punctuated by flat recessed cellar windows in all but the
central bay. Separating the bays are six projecting stone posts upon which
rise stylized wooden pilasters, their upper half fluted. The pilasters

support a rosetted frieze, rising over the central bay to a broken arch,

the gap filled by cherubic figurines flanking an emblem. The tympanum of

the arch is punctuated by a pair of recessed circular windows capped by a
cartouche.

The central ground floor bay is dominated by a double door opening surmounted
by a triple transom and panelled fanlight. Double hung arched windows
punctuate the first floor walls. Many of the arches are decorated by console
keystones. The panel below the frieze is decorated by cartouches, swags and
figurines.

(continue, please)



8. Significance Survey No. B-2250

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
— prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion
—1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —_ conservation —law - science
_1500-1599 ____ agriculture —_economics — literature — sculpture
—1600-1699 _ x architecture _ education — military —_social/
—1700-1799 ____ art — engineering —__ music humanitarian
__1800-1899 ___ commerce —_exploration/settiement ___ philosophy X theater
_X 1900~ ____ communications — industry ___ politics/government ____ transportation
____invention _ other (specify)
Specific dates 1903-1905 Builder/Architect JohnD. Allen, architect
check: Applicable Criteria: xA B x C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A B _C _D _E _F _ G
Level of Significance: _ natiomal _ state _xlocal

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.
SUMMARY :

The Congress Hotel is significant as one of the finest hotel structues

to be built in downtown Baltimore. It is representative of restrained
Second Empire styling and has a degree of decoration at the base that

is unrivaled among downtown hotel structures. It was part of a three
building complex made up of the Hotel Kernan (the original name of the
Congress Hotel), Maryland Theatre (demolished), and Auditorium Theatre
(now the Mayfair Theatre). The hotel was included in this theatre complex
to provide suitable living quarters for both visiting actors and patrons
of the theatre. This "Triple Million Dollar Enterprise," as it was
leading theatrical entrepeneur in Baltimore and a great phii&hthropist.
This hotel also is associated with many important quests, primarily
actors, that stayed here while giving performances at Kernan's theatres.
Although neglected for many years, the hotel retains much of its original
architectural character. The historic rehabilitation of this building will
be an important development in the revitalization of the northern edge

of the Market Center area in downtown Baltimore.

History and Support:

In December of 1902, James L. Kernan, an important Baltimore theatrical
entrepreneur, revealed his plans for a large theatrical complex in the
vicinity of Howard and Franklin Streets. The complex consisted of the
Maryland Theatre on Franklin Street, the Auditorium Theatre on Howard
Street and a casino between the two theatres. The casino was designed to
be a cafe on the first floor, and a palm garden, art gallery and dining
room on the second floor. A stained glass dome would top the casino.

The architects for the three building group was the John D. Allen

Company of Philadelphia. D.W. and G.H. Thomas of Baltimore were the
general contactors.

(continue, please)
|



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. B-2250

(See attached sheet)

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle nameBaltimore Fast Quadrangle scale _1:24000

UTM References 4o NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

co-terminous with irregular shaped lot approximately 86 ft. 9 in.

‘x 97 ft. 3 in.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code
state code county code
11. Form Prepared By

name/title Fred Shoken Historical Preservation Analyst

organization Comm. for Hist. & Arch. Pres. (CHAP) date 1985

street & number 606 Tower Suites, 118 N. Howard St. teiéphone - (3.oix)l 3:9:6—.-48;.66.

city or town Baltimore state Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights,

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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7. Description, cont'd. B-2250
Page 2

The upper floors are all of brick, with symmetrically arrayed windows.
The central bay is set into a recessed arch that is crowned by a large
decorative cartouche with swags. On each floor level, the window
surrounds differ. The third floor windows are capped by a bracketed
hood. Pediments surmount the fourth floor windows. The fifth floor
windows have a simple surround which is slightly larger at the window
head. The sixth floor windows are arched with bracketed sills. The
bays flanking the arch feature heavy stone balconies with balustrades on
the third and fifth floors. These bays are each flanked by a bay set
into a recessed arch featuring projecting bay windows on the third,
fourth and fifth floors. The projecting bays end in a small balcony
for the sixth floor double arched windows surmounted by a cartouche. A
brick string course runs above the fourth floor level.

A bracketed and dentilled stone cornice announces the shingled mansard
roof. The roof is broken by arched dormers and two large wall dormers
with pediments. Cresting spans the top of the mansard completing the
highly decorative front facade of the buildling.

Adjoining the building to the west is a large archway that was the connection
between the Hotel Kernan and the Maryland Theatre. The "shadow" of the
mezzanine and balcony of the Maryland Theatre can be seen on the plain
western elevation of the Congress Hotel. The eastern and northern

walls of the building dif not face major streets; they are not as highly
articulated as the front, Franklin Street facade.



8. Significance, cont'd. B-2250
Page 2

On July 11, 1903, a fire broke out in the casino building which was
under construction. The fire virtually destroyed the interior of the
building and badly damaged the terra cotta work. After the fire, Kernan
decided to construct a hotel building on the site, stating that his
original intention was to construct a hotel, and the casino was only a
temporary use. The fire caused him to revert to his original idea.

The design for the hotel, which was drawn up by the original architect,

went through several revisions. Early illustrations show both a ten

story and a six story design (minus the mansard). The final design was
roughly based on Second Empire architecture. The highly ornate first

floor level of the casino was retained in the design of the hotel. This
highly ornamental terra cotta first floor surpassed any base of a hotel
building in downtown Baltimore. Larger hotels, such as the Belvedere

were built in the same period, but since the base of this building was
originally designed as a structure in its own right, it featured a great

deal of ornamentation capped with the broken arch and cherubic figures. The
design for the building expressed exuberance in its highly ornamental front
facade, a complimentary design for Kernan's adjoining theatres. The architect
for the building, John D. Allen, was a Philadelphia architect who specialized
in theatre design. He designed many theatres in Philadelphia, New York,
Pittsburg, and Atlantic City.

The hotel was opened on September 2, 1905 completing Kernan's triple million
dollar enterprise. The Hotel Kernan, Maryland Theatre and Auditorium Theatre were
the largest theatre complex ever built in Baltimore. The completion

of the Kernan, the third jewel of his enterprise, was the crowning accomplishment
of his career as a theatre entrepreneur.

James L. Kernan, the mastermind behind this large complex, was born in
Baltimore in 1838. He attended Loyola College and Mt. St. Mary's college.

In his youth he had been in the dry goods business, worked for the B & O
Railroad and was a Confederate soldier in the Civil War. After the Civil

War, Kernan became involved in the theatre business. He specialized in vaudeville
and burlesque shows. By 1903 he owned or operated the Howard Auditorium,
Holliday Street Theatre, Monumental Theatre, Convention Hall, Lyceum Theatre
(Washington), Lafayette Square Theatre (Buffalo), Hollywood Park, Front Street
Theatre, and Empire Theatre (Washington). Xernan's greatest achievement,
however, was his philanthropic enterprise in caring for handicapped children.
Eventually he built the James Lawrence Kernan Hospital and Industrial School
of Maryland for Crippled Children. The building used for the hospital on the
Radnor Park estate is now listed in the National Register of Historic Places.

Kernan died in his room at the Kernan Hotel in 1912. He left most of his
estate to the hospital named for him. His theatres and hotel continued
operating after his death. Many important actors and actresses performed at
the Maryland and Auditorium Theatres. They include: Helen Hayes, Ethel

and Lionel Barrymore, Eddie Cantor, Sarah Bernhardt, Al Jolson, Burns and
Allen, Bob Hope, Jack Benny and the Marx Brothers. Many of these theatre stars
stayed at the Kernan while performing in Baltimore. Henry Fonda married

(continue, please)



8. Significance, cont'd. B-2250
Page 3

O

Margaret Sullavan when the University Players were in town and his wedding
reception took place in the dining room of the Kernan Hotel.

The glory days of the hotel and theatres were shortlived. By the 1930s
Kernan's art collection housed in the hotel went for auction. The

Auditorium was turned into a movie theatre called the Mayfair. The Maryland
Theatre was torn down in the 1950s. The Kernan Hotel was renamed the Congress
Hotel and became a second rate hotel. The last claim to fame for the Hotel was
the Marble Bar which became a popular music center in the past twenty years.
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST mA¢/H©Y225057 A5

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

BINAME

HISTORIC Hotel KersrhAN

AND/OR COMMON :
Congress Haotel

BALOCATION

STREET & NUMBER

306~312 W. Franklin Street

CiTY, TOWN

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Ba.ltlmog VICINITY OF
STATE 4 COUNTY
Maryland
EJ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
—_DISTRICT —_PuBLIC —OCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE — MUSEUM
—_BUILDING(S) __PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
—_STRUCTURE __BOTH —WORK IN'PHOGRESS __EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCH
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —_ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT __IN PROCESS —_YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT —_SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
—NO —MIUTARY —OTHER:
EYOWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME
Telephone #:
STREET & NUMBER
CITY. TOWN sTATE, zip code
—__ VICINITY OF
EJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION —
COURTHOUSE. . Folio #:
AERIETHY OF DEEOEETE Records Cffice Room 6C1
STREET & NUMBER
Baltimere City Courthouse
CITY. TOWN STATE

Baltimore

Maryland

n REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE

City of Baltimore Neighborhood Survey

DATE

1976 COMMISSION FOR HIS

—FEDERAL __STATE _ COUNTY XLOCAL

DEPOSITORY F
SURVEY n::os?nﬂoom 900 ESERVATION

arv.town 26 South Calvert St
Baltimore, Md. 21

STATE




DESCRIPTION G-ues0

=,
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —_UNALTERED __ORIGINAL SITE
__GOOD —RUINS __ALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBETHE RRESENTAND GRIGINATHFIINOWT FATSTERT APPENRANCE
STATEMENT OF SLGNLFLGANGE —>

This large hotel, styled in modified Second Empire fashion is located near the
NW corner of Franklin and Howard Streets, It is 7 stories high, 7 bays wide,
and surfaced in rumning-bond brick and stone,

The Massive ground floor, surfaced in smooth rusticated stone, restson a stone
foundation punctuated by flat recessed cellar windows in all but the central
bay. Separating the bays are six projecting stone posts, upon which rise
stylized wooden pilasters, their upper half fluted. The pilasters support a
rosgetted frieze, rising over the central bay to a brcken arch, the gap filled
by cherubic figurines flanking an emblem. The tympanum of the arch is punc-
tuated by a pair .of recessed moulded circular windows capped by a cartouche.

The central ground floor bay is dominated by a double-door opening under a pro-
Jecting awning., Above is a triple transom and ranelled fanlight. The third

and fifth bays contaln a double-hung (1/1 lights) window with arched transom.

The second and sixth bays contain & double window (each double-hung, 1/1 lights

under & single arched transom. The far left bay is similar to the 3rd and 5th,

but the arch is keystoned, as in the second and sixth., The far right bay is N
bowed arcund its corner, containing three windows similar to those of the first
bay. A string course below the frieze, interrupted only by the pilasters and
the centrel bay, demarcates a decorative panel below the frieze punctuated by
cartouches and swags.,

~

The upper floors are all of brick, with symmetrically-arrayed windows. The first
and seventh bays feature stone-framed rectangular windows (double-hung, 1/1 lights)
on the second through fifth floors. Those on the third floor have projecting
lintels, The sixth floor windows are arched. As in the case of the ground flocor,
the seventh bay is bowed with threce sets of windcws. The second and sixth bays
have stone-framed double windows (double-hung, 1/1 lights) on the 2nd floor, a
continucus oriel (with double-hung, 1/1 lights windows) on the third through

fifth floors, and an arched dcuble window on the sixth floor, Each bay is recess-
ed in an arch, The third and fifth bays are similar to the end bays, with the
exception of heavy bracketed stone balconies on the third and fifth floors,

The central bay is punctuated with pairs of smaller windows on ezch floor similar
to those of the end bays {the second [loor center arch is. filled. by‘the. ground
floor arch. The entire central arch is recessed in an arch. A stone string
course spans the structure between the fourth and fifth stories,.

A bracketed and dentilled stone cornice announces the shingled Mansard roof.
Sinsle arched wall dormers with arched hocds are situdted in the first, third,
fifth and s=venth bays (the latter with a group of three). A pair of these
dormers rise from the cornice in the central bay., The second and sixth bays
feature double rectangular windows which break the cornice au their bzses 5
(cartouches seperating them from the sixth.stery)y capped by large, decorative,
pedimented window hoods. Decorative grildlworkuspspe the roofline,
)E"-. - ‘vir__; uf

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY -~ - ° =\



F1 SIGNIFICANCE 2250
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

__PREHISTORIC —ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC _ COMMUNITY PLANNING — LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE RELIGION
—-1400-1499 —ARCHEQLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAwW SCIENCE

—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —_LITERATURE SCULPTURE
__1600-1699 __ARCHITECTURE —_EDUCATION —MILITARY SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
. 1700-1798 __ART __ENGINEERING —MUuUsIC THEATER

—_1800-1899 _ COMMERCE _
Z oo o __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION

— — UNICATIONS —INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY}

—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT
Kﬁﬁﬂﬁlﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂxﬁxﬂ&ﬁﬁ

e

DESGLRE THE PHESENT AND ORIGLNAL (L7 &WWDE%’LALAW@A&IE
This Hotel, originally the Hotel Keran, was built in 1903 by James Keran. Keran

wae an important developer of this time, also weing responsible for the Maryland
Theatre (now demolished) directly to the West of the Hotel, and the Auditorium
Treatre {now the 4;;f¢ir) around the corner or Howard Street., The three were

Ynovn as the "Triple Million Dollar Enterprise". The Congresc itself is a massive
structure, designacd as an eclectic combination of late 19th century styles. Notable

s~e the ornate Mansard roof with grillwork, the oriel windows and the monumental first

floor, with its columns and decorative detail.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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A

EIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
[JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PRQPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
EEIFORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Planning Assistants
DRGAN!Z{NTION CO i‘_‘j :\.(T]SSFON FOR HISTORICAL. & DATE 1976
stReeTa numeer . ARCHITECTURAL PRESERVATION TELEPHONE
Room 900
CITY OR TOWN 26 South Calvert St. STATE
——Baltimore _Md_21202

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not’ constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

Ps- 1108
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